The Ultimate Pre‐Move Checklist: 10 Steps to a Stellar Family Move
5. Your Address

o
o

Officially change your United States address HERE.
Inform businesses of your address change (e.g., newspapers/magazines, financial organizations,
old job/school, insurance providers, charities, the IRS). You can order new address labels to help you do this
more efficiently or, if your specific service permits, update your address online.

6. Your Entertainment

o

Update your cable plan. Some cable providers are only available in certain areas. If you're moving to a
city that isn't supported by your current provider, you'll have to cancel your subscription and sign‐up elsewhere.

7. Your Vote
Register to vote. This is one of the easiest ways to establish residency in a new state ‐‐ something you typically
must do before enrolling in school or participating in other public services. You can visit
http://www.eac.gov/voter_resources/contact_your_state.aspx or Google "voter registration in [your new state]" to get
started.

8. Your Driver's License

o

Register your car(s) in your new state, county or city. Doing so ahead of time can save you
several monotonous hours at the DMV later.

9. Your Utilities

o

Set up/cancel utilities as needed (e.g. electricity, landline, cell phone, cable, gas, Internet, water). If
you've executed this list in order, this point may be redundant. However, the money and time you'll save
yourself by double checking is worth it.

10. Your Move

o

Reconfirm moving arrangement. Call your moving company 1‐2 weeks before the big day. Make
sure they have your old and new addresses and that your contact information is correct.

o

Prepare payment. Movers will accept a cashier's check or money order as payment (and a ten percent
cash tip is considered industry‐standard). Also, consider providing Gatorade and water for your moving crew.
This is especially tactful during hotter months and will not go unnoticed.

o
o

Consider cleaning services. Because the last thing you want to do after a grueling move is clean.
Arrange travel/hotel accommodations. If a long‐distance move is going to displace you for a night
or two, give some thought to where you'd like to stay during the transition. If circumstances permit, consider
taking a "mini‐vacation" to pass the time. After a stressful move, there's nothing like a simple retreat to clear
your mind and start fresh, wherever that may be.

